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Polly’s Ponderings…  
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Mosaic artist's prayer answered in the face of Chri st   
When her youngest son was preparing to leave for college in 2007, Elsie Fontaine Gaertner prayed something would fill the void. God 
soon answered her prayer when He revealed to her a talent for mosaic art, which quickly became a passion. 
 
Gaertner soon found her new talent was a wellspring of spiritual riches. A week before Thanksgiving 2010, Corpus Christi film producer 
Reagan Johnson approached her with a project that could fulfill yet another dream, that of using her newfound gift to give back to the 
Church. 
 
Gaertner is an artist by nature. She sings harmony, displays harmony in her art and lives harmoniously with nature in her backyard 
studio. A Corpus Christi resident since 1974, she sings in the Corpus Christi Cathedral Pontifical Chorale weekly. She plays a variety of 
instruments and graduated Summa Cum Laude in Applied Music from Texas A&I-Kingsville in 1974. She is always ready to serve God 
with or without her guitar.  
 
As it turned out, Johnson was looking for a mosaic artist to help him with a project for the Diocese of Corpus Christi. He wanted to film 
the making of a mosaic of the face of Christ, and it had to be done quickly. He asked Gaertner if she would help. Although not feeling 
worthy, the opportunity was a chance to make her dream come true. Gaertner jumped on the opportunity and completed the piece in 
only two weeks. 
 
”Each piece of tile was laid with a prayer,” Gaertner said. ”Staring into the face of Jesus continuously brought me an incredible amount 
of joy.” 
 
Johnson filmed her and the mosaic at different stages of completion. 
 
Gaertner, a self-taught mosaic artist, said she loves the fact that she can take something that was broken and discarded and through 
mosaic turn it into something new and beautiful. Working in mosaic art is a reminder to her of how God works miracles in people’s lives.  
 
”When they are broken, lost and abandoned, through His grace they become new creations,” Gaertner said. 
 
A close friend of Gaertner’s told her that her mosaics give her a true ministry and a special time when God works, ”with her and through 
her, and she knows it is all for His glory.” Another friend says, ”Elsie’s passion for mosaics is informed by the Holy Spirit and rooted in 
the knowledge that her talent is a gift from God. Each piece she creates is an act of love.” 
 
The mosaic, which Gaertner calls ”Corpus Christi,” was unveiled at the Ministry Conference held at the American Bank Center on Jan. 
8. It will be included in the film for the Catholic Stewardship Appeal that will be shown in parishes throughout the Diocese of Corpus 
Christi on Feb. 12-13.  
 
Gaertner is the marketing director for a local insurance agency. She has three children and one grandson. A winner in the 2010 
Independents Show at the Art Center of Corpus Christi, she is in her studio constantly creating new pieces. Her hobby, once started 
just to fill her time and asked for in prayer, is now helping to send her youngest son through college. 
 
Gaertner believes that God has blessed every person with their unique talents and abilities, and like her mosaic, when those gifts are 
used by people for God’s greater glory they truly become the Body of Christ.  

 
Elsie Gaertner displays her mosaic creation of the Body of Christ, which she calls "Corpus Christi." The mosaic is used in the film for the Catholic Stewardship Appeal. 

 
Glenn Goldapp for the South Texas Catholic  



***HAHU/TAHU UP-COMING EVENTS*** 

JOIN YOUR LOCAL ASSOCIATION TODAY   

AND ENJOY MEMBER PRICING!   

 

**** Small Group Certification ****   

"Small Employer Health Benefit Plan Specialty Certification"  

Earn The “SGS”  Designation!  

Friday, March 4, 2011 

BraeBurn Country Club 

8:30-5:00 

$99.00 TAHU Member   $149.00 Non Member  

23rd Annual TAHU CONVENTION IS COMING! 
 May 5th - 8th, 2011 

  

TAHU 17th Annual Day at the Capitol, March 1, 2011 
 

  Intercontinental Stephen F Austin Hotel in downtown Austin!  This legislative session will provide you 
with a remarkable opportunity to discuss issues affecting your clients, not only with your peers but one-
on-one with your state lawmakers.  This is your chance to be on the leading edge of change in our 
industry.  Don't miss this opportunity to have your voice heard!    �
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